ABSTRACT # 104
DO PRIMATE CONSERVATION ACTION PLANS WORK?

B. J. Morgan®#34, A. Dunn**, M. K. Gonder*®, R. Kormos*, F. Maisels>*, A. Nicholas**, J. Sunderland-
Groves*” and E. A. Williamson*

'Zoological Society of San Diego, 15600 San Pasqual Valley Road, Escondido, CA, 92027-7000, USA, 2Ebo
Forest Research Project, BP3055 Messa, Yaounde, Cameroon, 3School of Natural Sciences, University

of Stirling, UK, *lUCN/SSC Primate Specialist Group, *Wildlife Conservation Society, 2300 Southern
Boulevard, Bronx, New York, USA, ¢Department of Biological Sciences, University at Albany — State
University of New York, Albany, NewYork, USA, ’Borneo Orangutan Survival Foundation, Indonesia

John QOates authored the first primate conservation Action Plan in 1986, which
assessed the status of and proposed conservation actions for all mainland African
primate species. A revised version of the continent-wide plan was published in
1996, but since then, action plans have generally evolved into prioritizing actions
for specific species, often within defined landscapes. We will review and evaluate
the content and success of conservation action plans for the nine currently
recognized taxa of chimpanzees and gorillas in Africa. Since 2003, six detailed
action plans and one population viability analysis have been published, covering
priority actions and landscapes for seven of the nine great ape taxa in Africa.
Two further action plans (for gorillas and chimpanzees in Eastern DRC and for
bonobos) are in the final stages of review and may also be included in the
analysis. Assessments for western chimpanzees, Cross River gorillas, western
lowland gorillas and central chimpanzees have been peer reviewed, and we will
consider their recommendations and the challenges of quantitatively evaluating
the success of primate conservation action plans.
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Transferring food to mates or other unrelated social group members is uncommon
in most animal species but common in humans. Hypotheses to explain provisioning
behavior in nonhumans usually invoke reciprocal altruism, where the immediate or

delayed benefits of transferring food include enhancement of agonistic support
and mating opportunity, or other social benefits. In chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes),
meat transfer among nonrelatives is common, but plant food transfer is usually
rare except between mother-offspring pairs. However, observations of plant food
and tool transfer among savanna chimpanzees at Fongoli, Senegal contrast with
previous research on chimpanzees in general and support findings that West and
Fast African chimpanzee subspecies differ socially. In 45 cases, chimpanzees at
Fongolitransferred plant foods and tools to unrelated individuals. Most observations
involved males transferring resources to females, perhaps as a long-term strategy
to increase males’ copulation frequencies. Fongoli chimpanzees also share meat,
similar to patterns seen elsewhere. Furthermore, we were able to examine meat
transfer from the female perspective, since females at Fongoli hunt as often as
males. A similar pattern of tolerance emerged. Males rarely monopolized carcasses,
and while females transferred meat to males, they also effectively ignored males’
begging behavior. We examine these relatively unusual food and tool transfer
behaviors in Fongoli chimpanzees within the context of chimpanzee sociality and
hominid evolution.
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When retired laboratory chimpanzees were relocated to a sanctuary, abnormal
behaviour, mainly consisting of regurgitation and reingestion (R/R), rocking, and
coprophagy, increased. This required intervention. Therefore, in April 2010, an
intervention program was started to reduce abnormal behaviour in a group of
six chimpanzees. A group of seven chimpanzees served as a control group.
The intervention consisted of two main aspects. The first was an increase in
environmental enrichment items, including an increase of low-energy/high-fiber
contents in the diet. The second was psychopharmacological treatment using



