

Funder payment of APCs – October 2026

Hybrid Journals: Most major public and charitable UK funders do not pay APCs for hybrid (part-paywalled) journals unless the journal is part of a Jisc-approved transformative agreement (of which Stirling have a number, see this link)
Birmingham University has a very good resource for Open Access publication policies for numerous funders at this link.

	Funder
	Pay APCs ?
	Links
	Notes

	UKRI
	Yes 
	See FAQ at https://www.ukri.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/UKRI-121023-OpenAccessPolicy-FAQ-v1-9.pdf 
	Only through UKRI institutional block grants (approx. £100K per calendar year).

	Wellcome
	Partly
	https://wellcome.org/research-funding/guidance/ending-a-grant/open-access-guidance/open-access-funding 
	We do not cover the costs of open access publishing in subscription journals but we will fund reasonable article processing charges (APCs) for research articles published in fully OA journals or platforms that are: 
· are indexed by Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) 
· have an agreement (Participation Agreements and Options or PMC) with the National Library of Medicine (NLM) to deposit the Version of Record [PDF] in PMC and allow that content to be shared with Europe PMC. 

	Leverhulme
	Yes
	See https://www.leverhulme.ac.uk/budget-tips 
	These must be incurred during the period of the grant

	CSO
	Yes
	See https://www.cso.scot.nhs.uk/grant-funding/outputs/cso-open-access-policy/ 
	Can be applied for separately only in the course of the CSO grant (i.e. funds cannot be requested at application stage). Must be applied for within 18 months of financial reconciliation of the award and limited to £8,000

	NIHR
	Yes
	See https://www.nihr.ac.uk/about-us/policies-and-guidelines/open-access-form and https://www.nihr.ac.uk/research-funding/application-support/guidance/finance-guidance-for-applicants#tab-costing-assumptions 
	For domestic and career development funding: If eligible, you will get an open access budget allocated to you. This is additional money on top of the funding requested. It is ring-fenced for the open access costs incurred in line with NIHR open access policy.

	BHF
	No
	See https://www.bhf.org.uk/for-professionals/information-for-researchers/managing-your-grant/open-access-policy 
	Only through very small institutional block grant which Stirling does hold.

	CRUK
	No
	See https://news.cancerresearchuk.org/2026/04/01/why-we-wont-be-funding-open-access-publishing-any-more/ 
	Policy is not to support

	EU
	Yes
	See https://onderzoektips.ugent.be/en/tips/00001975/ 
	

	Royal Society
	Yes
	See https://royalsociety.org/grants/about-grants/  section 10
	As a minimum, award holders are expected to follow green routes for open access by publishing in a journal which allows deposit of the accepted manuscript version in an institutional or subject repository with no embargo period on access.

	British Academy
	No
	See https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/programmes/open-access/ 
	The British Academy does not currently stipulate that research outputs from its funding schemes must be disseminated as open access, and open access fees cannot be included as eligible expenses in funding applications



